NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NOV. 20, 2020
JOINT STATEMENT TO CITIZENS OF PRATT COUNTY
REGARDING COVID-19 RESPONSE EFFORTS
Emergency Public Health Order EPHO 2020-1
The Pratt County Health Officer is issuing an Emergency Public Health Order (EPHO 2020-1)
for Pratt County due to the impact of COVID-19 overburdening our local medical resources.
The Pratt County Health Department and the Local Health Officer have closely monitored the
COVID-19 situation since its beginning. They have worked with community leaders to
implement safety measures all while continuing daily operations to increase testing and
response efforts.
The Pratt County Health Officer is issuing EPHO 2020-1 to provide for and ensure the health,
safety, security and welfare of the citizens of Pratt County. Wearing masks or other face
coverings in public, limiting the size of public gatherings, ensuring social distancing, and
placing certain restrictions on activities are measures to slow and reduce the spread of COVID19. Pratt County’s EPHO 2020-1 and Executive Order 20-52 are enforceable by law.
Pratt County is currently experiencing a 34.04% positivity rate, our local and area COVID-19
hospitalization rates are surging to where our hospitals are experiencing resource and staffing
shortages due to an influx of COVID-19 positive patients, therefore our ability to maintain
resources and contact trace is at its maximum capacity. We cannot continue at the pace we are
and expect the situation to improve.
Pratt County Health Department, the City of Pratt, Pratt Regional Medical Center and local Law
Enforcement are all in support of EPHO 2020-1.
We want to express our sincere gratitude to the citizens of Pratt County for playing your
part to protect the health and safety of our community during these trying times.
We’re all in this together.

Pratt County Health Department

Darcie Van Der Vyver, RN – Administrator

W. Gene Cannata, MD, Pratt County Health Officer

712 S. Main St., Pratt, KS 67124
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EMERGENCY PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER OF LOCAL HEALTH OFFICER
PRATT COUNTY, KANSAS
(EPHO 2020-1)
This Emergency Public Health Order (Order) is effective the 23rd day of November, 2020, at 12:01
A.M., to mitigate the spread of the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) in Pratt County, Kansas, and
is issued pursuant to authority provided by K.S.A. 65-119, K.S.A. 65-202, and other applicable
laws or regulations.
WHEREAS, the Pratt County Local Health Officer is authorized, pursuant to K.S.A. 65-119,
K.S.A. 65-129b, and K.S.A. 65-202, to immediately exercise and maintain supervision over known
or suspected cases of any infectious or contagious disease during its continuance, to issue orders
seeing that all such cases are properly handled, and to see that the provisions of Kansas public
health law as to isolation, restriction of communication, quarantine, and disinfection are duly
enforced; and
WHEREAS, the Pratt County Local Health Officer is appointed by the Board of County
Commissioners of Pratt County, Kansas (BOCC), and is authorized, pursuant to K.S.A. 65-119, to
prohibit public gatherings when necessary for the control of any and all infectious or contagious
diseases, and to use all known measures to prevent the spread of any infectious, contagious, or
communicable disease pursuant to K.S.A. 65-202; and
WHEREAS, the United States Department of Health and Human Services declared a public health
emergency for COVID-19 beginning January 27, 2020, with now more than 11,766,529 cases of
the illness and more than 253,064 deaths as a result of the illness across the United States; and
WHEREAS, the World Health Organization declared a pandemic on March 11, 2020; and
WHEREAS, a State of Disaster Emergency was proclaimed for the State of Kansas on March 12,
2020; and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States declared the ongoing COVID19 pandemic of sufficient severity and magnitude to warrant and emergency declaration for all
states, tribes, territories, and the District of Columbia pursuant to Section 501(b) of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5207 (the Stafford Act);
and
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the President of the United States pursuant to Sections 201 and
301 of the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1601, et seq. and consistent with Section 1135 of
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the Social Security Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 1320b-5), declared a national emergency that the
COVID-19 outbreak in the United States constitutes a national emergency beginning March 1,
2020; and
WHEREAS, as of this date, there have been approximately 134,533 positive cases of COVID-19
in Kansas, including 1,410 deaths; and
WHEREAS, the BOCC has issued a local disaster emergency declaration, which remains in place
at the time of this Order; and
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that spreads easily from person to person and
may result in serious illness or death; and
WHEREAS, as of this date, there have been approximately 437 positive cases of COVID-19 in
Pratt County, Kansas, including 76 active cases, 3 deaths, and an increasing number of cases
involving hospitalization; and
WHEREAS, the spread of COVID-19 endangers the health, safety, and welfare of persons and
property within Pratt County, Kansas; and
WHEREAS, to reduce the spread of COVID-19, measures that are recommended and considered
effective by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) include, among other measures,
avoiding close contact with other people and covering one’s mouth and nose with a cloth face
cover when in public settings; and
WHEREAS, the increased spread of COVID-19 also presents a serious threat to the continued
effective operation of the local economy within Pratt County, Kansas; and
WHEREAS, wearing a mask in public is one of the easiest and most effective ways to protect
each other, help keep our businesses open and our economy running, and get and keep children in
school; and
WHEREAS, in general, large public gatherings lead to heightened risks of large-scale COVID19 person-to-person transmission; and
WHEREAS, the intent of this Order is not to deprive any person or entity of any rights protected
by the United States Constitution, the Kansas Constitution, or any other law, but merely set forth
restrictions which would best protect Pratt County residents against the community spread of
COVID-19; and
WHEREAS, there are certain activities where the wearing of masks and face coverings is
exempted pursuant to the terms of this Order where customers may be in the proximity of others
for extended periods of time (such as when customers may be eating, drinking, or exercising),
which means such activities present a heightened risk of a person infected with COVID-19
transmitting it to another person; and
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WHEREAS, the number of positive cases within Pratt County, Kansas, has significantly increased
in recent weeks; and
WHEREAS, significant community spread of COVID-19 may overburden local medical
resources, especially with out-of-county resources also being overburdened; and
WHEREAS, for the aforementioned and other reasons, and in recognition and furtherance of the
County’s responsibility to provide for and ensure the health, safety, security, and welfare of the
citizens of Pratt County, Kansas, requiring masks or other face coverings be worn in public,
limiting the size of public gatherings, ensuring social distancing, and placing certain other
restrictions on activities are all measures that can be taken to slow and reduce the spread of
COVID-19.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED, by the Pratt County Local Health Officer, pursuant
to the above authorities, that:
Section I: Wearing Masks or Other Face Coverings
Consistent with BOCC Resolution 07-16-2020, all persons and businesses within Pratt County,
Kansas, shall follow Executive Order No. 20-52, which was issued by Governor Kelly on July 2,
2020, and is attached to this Order. To the extent Executive Order 20-52 is rescinded or otherwise
terminated, all persons shall continue to comply with said order for the duration of this Order.
Section II: Social Distancing and Public Gathering Provisions
1.
Individuals within a public space shall maintain 6 feet of social distancing from other
individuals, unless such individuals reside together or an exception stated within Section
II.3 of this Order applies.
2.

Within a public space where a business or organization operates, such business or
organization shall ensure that 6 feet of social distancing is maintained between individuals,
unless such individuals reside together or an exception stated within Section II.3 of this
Order applies.

3.

Exceptions to the 6 feet of social distancing requirements stated within Sections II.1 and
II.2 shall include:
a.
Businesses and organizations that provide services that intrinsically require staff
from the business or organization to be within less than 6 feet from the customer,
such as dentists, hair salons, barber shops, nail salons, chiropractors, massage
services, tattoo parlors, medical service providers, and similar services;
b.
Businesses where tasks completed by employees require such employees to work
within 6 feet of one another;
c.
While seated at a restaurant, bar, night club, or other business licensed to sell
alcohol for on-premises consumption, individuals at the same table may be located
within 6 feet of one another. However, there shall not be more than 8 individuals at
any such table. Also, all tables and individuals seated at a table shall be located at
least 6 feet from any other tables and individuals seated at such tables; and
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d.
4.

Persons who have one or more physical barrier(s) between them and any other
persons.

Mass gatherings within specific, enclosed, confined, or designated public spaces, whether
indoors or outdoors, shall be limited to 100 total individuals or 50 percent of the capacity
permitted under the applicable fire code, whichever is less, and subject to the requirements
within Section II.1 and Section II.2 of this Order that individuals must maintain 6 feet of
social distance. In the absence of capacity established under the applicable fire code, the
mass gathering shall be limited to 100 total individuals, subject to individuals maintaining
6 feet of social distance pursuant to Section II.1 and Section II.2 of this Order. For purposes
of defining “mass gatherings”, distinct buildings and distinct rooms shall be considered
distinct places. Any business or organization hosting or organizing a mass gathering shall
be responsible for ensuring compliance with the mass gathering and social distancing
requirements stated within this Order.
In addition to other gatherings and events that may fit within the definition of “mass
gatherings”, the term “mass gatherings” and all of the requirements within this Order that
apply to mass gatherings shall also specifically apply to:
a.
Restaurants;
b.
Bars, night clubs, and other businesses licensed to sell alcohol for onpremises consumption; and
c.
Fitness centers and health clubs.
Due to the transitory nature of individuals within retails stores, their activities shall not be
considered mass gatherings. However, retail stores shall be limited to 50 percent of the
capacity permitted under the applicable fire code.
Although this Order is not directed at private spaces, gatherings in private spaces in excess
of 25 total individuals are strongly discouraged. Individuals are encouraged to use caution
and care, including masking and social distancing, when gathering in private spaces during
the duration of this Order and especially during the holiday season.

5.

The following are exempt from the mass gathering limitations in Section II.4 of this Order,
and are instead encouraged to maintain social distancing as much as is feasible and to
maintain 6 feet of social distancing between individuals who do not reside together, when
feasible:
a.
Religious institutions;
b.
Federal, state, and local government facilities and operations;
c.
Hospitals, healthcare facilities, long-term care facilities, and other similar
facilities;
d.
Licensed childcare facilities;
e.
Schools, including colleges, and activities within the purview of their
governing bodies; and
f.
Court facilities.
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